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Evacuate slum 
dwellers: HC 


New Delhi: The Delhi 
High Court has ordered 
eviction of about 5,000 
slum dwellers near the 
New Delhi railway station 
for expansion of rail 
tracks. The court directed 
officials to evacuate them 
by December 1 and if requ- 
ired use police force. The 
court was hearing a PIL 
filed by ‘Dainik Railway 
Yatri Sangh’ e PTI 
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COSTFORD 


The Centre of Science and Technology for Rural Development known by its acronym 
COSTFORD was established in 1985 to develop, demonstrate and disseminate alternative 
technologies that will ultimately change the social. economic and political positions of the 
poor, deprived and marginalized sections of society. The initial thrust area of the activities of 
COSTFORD was the diffusion of cost and energy effective alternatives to building 
technology. In consideration of the commendable work done by COSTFORD, the 
Government of Kerala has recognized it as an accredited agency to execute construction 
works using alternative technologies for all Government Departments and Agencies. 
Hundreds of architects and engineers trained by COSTFORD in Baker philosophy have 
become the change agents in the construction sector. It also gives special emphasis to the 
needs of women in society through training, organization and employment generation 
schemes, 


COSTFORD extends consultancy services to Panchayati Raj Institutes for local economic 
development, decentralized planning and governance. 


Besides, COSTFORD has also been interacting with students from various disciplines and has 
created a library and research centre on subjects that are relevant from the point of people- 
centred development. Annual memorial lectures by eminent public personalities and 
intellectuals are organised to commemorate the contributions of C. Achutha Menon, K.N. Raj 
and Laurie Baker. Special lectures and classes are also conducted on themes of topical 
interest. 


COSTFORD has constructed a large number of buildings including houses for government 
and non-government institutions and families. In its quest to carry on the legacy of Laurie 
Baker, it has also been experimenting with alternative cost effective but environmentally- 
friendly materials such as bamboo, mud and wood. Ithas won several prizes and awards forits 
construction activities. More details can be accessed from its website: www.costford.org 


COSTFORD has published 12 books authored by Laurie Baker and 30 books authored by 
others. A Malayalam quarterly "Puthuvazhi" is being published underits initiative to promote 
and popularize alternative perspectives on development, environment, gender, social 
oppression and culture. 


LBC for Habitat Studies 


The Laurie Baker Centre for Habitat Studies was established in 2009 to carry on the legacy of 
Laurie Baker. Located 12 kms from Trivandrum city ina lush campus of around 4 acres in the 
Vilappilsala Panchayat, it conducts training, research and publication activities. More details 
can be accessed from its website: www.lauriebakercentre.org 
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THE AUTHOR 


Laurence Wiltred Baker was not just a well-known 
architect. He was also a cartoonist, a man who loved 
nature and above all, a humanist. He was a Gandhian 
in his thoughts and deeds. Bor in 1917 he became an 
Associate of the Royal Institute of Architects in the 
United Kingdom after studying at the Birmingham 
School of Architecture. A chance meeting with 
Mahatma Gandhi inspired and introduced him into 
India in 1944. Following this he lived and worked in 
India helping his Kerala-born wife and medical 
doctor Elizabeth Baker and also practicing his 
architecture in meeting the housing and living 
requirements of the rural poor. It was in a remote 
village, Pithoragarh. in the Himalayan region where 
they built their home. hospital and school. In the mid- 
sixties the Bakers moved to Kerala and made it their home. 


After moving to the city of Trivandrum in 1970, Baker built several buildings 


including numerous houses and institutions that were cost effective as well as 
environment-friendly. The late C. Achutha Menon, the visionary Chief Minister of 
Kerala during 1969-77 was an admirer and ardent supporter of Baker's philosophy 
and approach to building construction. So was the late K.N. Raj, one of India's 
outstanding economists. Baker was closely associated with several governmental 
and other public institutions to advise on matters relating to cost effective building 
technology. He also mentored a large number of young architects who came to work 
and live in Trivandrum. He authored several books imparting knowledge on housing 
and building construction, He also drew cartoons and was also a painter. He and his 
wife leda life of simplicity and service. Laurie Baker passed away on 1” April 2007. 


There are two organizations that carry on his legacy. One is the Centre of Science and 
Technology for Rural Development known as COSTFORD headquartered in 
Thrissur with units in Trivandrum and other districts in Kerala. This was jointly 
founded by C. Achutha Menon, K.N. Raj and Laurie Baker himself in 1985, The 
other is the Laurie Baker Centre for Habitat Studies located in Trivandrum and 
founded in 2009 under the initiative of COSTFORD activists with financial support 
from the Government of Kerala to undertake training, research, publication and 
other activities relating to the building of a green habitat following the philosophy 
and approach of Laurie Baker. 
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